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As subject matter experts, we provide only objective information. We design every article to provide you with
deeply-researched, factual, useful information so that you can make informed home electrification and
financial decisions. We have:

Incorporated third-party data and information from primary sources, government agencies, educational
ingtitutions, peer-reviewed research, or well-researched nonprofit organizations.

We won"t charge you anything to get quotes through our marketplace. Instead, installers and other service
providers pay us a small fee to participate after we vet them for reliability and suitability. To learn more, read
about how we make money, our Dispute Resolution Service, and our Editorial Guidelines.

If you have an electric car and charge it at home, chances are you'"ve seen a spike in your monthly electricity
consumption. But just how much electricity do those home chargers use? In this article, we"ll break down how
many watts different electric car chargers for your home pull.

Generally, electric cars charged at home use about 7,200 watts (W) of electricity, which can vary depending
on the mode and home charger. Most electric car chargers use between 32 and 40 amps and connect to a
240-volt outlet in your home"s breaker box.

How much you drive your electric vehicle (EV) has the biggest impact on how much electricity it uses to
charge over time. On average, Americans drive about 14,000 miles per year, and based on data from
fueleconomy.gov, EVs consume an average of 0.35 kilowatt-hours (kwWh) per mile driven. Given these
numbers:

Different model cars use different amounts of electricity and have different kWh per mile ratings. Assuming
you drive your car like an average American (14,000 miles per year), here's how much €electricity you'll use
over the course of ayear in cars with different kWh/mile ratings:

WEe"ll mostly be referring to the electricity used by electric cars in terms of kWh in this article. The reason is
simple: your electric bill is measured in kWh, and you get charged based on the kWh of electricity you use per
month!

Electric vehicle chargers come in a variety of wattages, and they can be broken into three categories: Level 1,
Level 2, and Level 3 charging. In our examples above and below, we'"ve assumed you use a typical Level 2

charger to power your electric car at home, which is how most EV owners operate.

There are a lot of terms you can use to describe how electricity flows and is used by appliances. We've
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already mentioned most of them - here are afew definitions to keep things straight:

Volts (V): volts (short for voltage) are measures of electrical pressure differences. Put simply, voltage is the
speed of electricity passing through a circuit.

Amps (A): amps (short for amperes) are a measure of electrical current. Put simply, amps are the amount of
electrons (which make up e ectricity) flowing through acircuit.
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