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There are several other ways ways to define radius for atoms and ions. Follow the appropriate hyperlinks for

literature references and definitions of each type of radius. All values of radii are given in picometres (pm).

Conversion factors are:

The size of neutral atoms depends upon the way in which the measurement is made and the environment.

Follow the appropriate hyperlinks for definitions of each radius type. The term "atomic radius" is not

particularly helpful although its use is widespread. The problem is its meaning, which is clearly very different

in different sources and books. Two values are given here, one is based upon calculations and the other upon

observation - follow the appropriate link for further details.

It must be noted, atoms lack a well-defined outer boundary. The atomic radius of a chemical element is a

measure of the distance out to which the electron cloud extends from the nucleus. However, this assumes the

atom to exhibit a spherical shape, which is only obeyed for atoms in vacuum or free space. Therefore, there

are various non-equivalent definitions of atomic radius.
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