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Today, energy policy is still dominated by an intertwined system of interactions among the most important

institutional actors with a rather complex subdivision of responsibilities. At the institutional level, the key

competencies have been rearranged in 2021, when the Draghi Government established a new Ministry for the

Ecological Transition, gathering the competences of the former Ministry of the Environment and many of the

energy competences of the Ministry of Economic Development. However, a number of responsibilities remain

within the Ministry of Economic Development (MSE).

At the sub-national level, key institutional actors are 19 Regions and the two autonomous Provinces (the

Provinces of Trento and Bolzano) that are assimilated to regional governments. The role of these actors in

Italian energy policy has increased since the 1990s (see below). Coordination between the central level and the

subnational level is managed by a ''System of conferences'' that are institutional bodies designated by the

Italian constitution for inter-institutional vertical coordination.

Finally, there are over 30 regional and local energy-agencies, established in the framework of the

SAVE-Programs of the EC, dealing mostly with energy efficiency, renewables, information, and counselling

at local level. These interrelationships and complexity of energy governance in the electricity sector are

summarised in Fig. 3.
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