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ISO&#160;50001 was originally released by ISO in June 2011 and is suitable for any organization, whatever

its size, sector or geographical location.&#91;2&#93; The second edition, ISO&#160;50001:2018 was

released in August 2018.

The system is modelled after the ISO&#160;9001 Quality Management System and the ISO&#160;14001

Environmental Management System (EMS) and the 2018 version has clauses modular with

both.&#91;3&#93;

ISO&#160;50001, therefore, has made a major leap forward in ''raising the bar'' by requiring an organization

to demonstrate that they have improved their energy performance. There are no quantitative targets

specified&#160;&#8211; an organization chooses its own then creates an action plan to reach the targets.

With this structured approach, an organization is more likely to see some tangible financial benefits.

The main objective of the standard is to improve energy-related performance and energy efficiency

continuously and to identify energy reduction opportunities. This systematic approach will help organizations

to establish systems and processes.

In tandem, governments increasingly want to reduce the Greenhouse Gas Emissions of their citizens and

industries, and are imposing legislative mechanisms to compel carbon reduction more and more frequently.

In response, a range of energy management standards, specifications and regulations were developed in

Australia, China, Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland, Japan, Republic of Korea, Netherlands, Singapore,

Sweden, Taiwan, Thailand, New Zealand, and the United States.&#91;6&#93;

Subsequently, the European Committee for Standardization (CEN) developed EN&#160;16001:2009 Energy

management systems. Requirements with guidance for use as a first international energy management

standard. This was published in July 2009&#91;7&#93; and withdrawn in April 2012 as it had been

superseded by ISO&#160;50001.&#91;8&#93;

The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) recognized that industry around the world

needed to mount an effective response to climate change.&#91;9&#93; It also noted a proliferation of national

energy management standards that were emerging as a response to market demand for help with energy

efficiency.&#91;10&#93; 

In April 2007, a UNIDO stakeholders meeting decided to ask ISO to develop an international energy

management standard.&#91;11&#93;
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ISO for its part had identified energy management as one of its top five areas for the development of

International Standards and, in 2008, created a project committee, ISO/PC&#160;242, Energy management, to

carry out the work.&#91;6&#93;

ISO/PC&#160;242 was led by ISO members for the United States (ANSI) and Brazil (ABNT). In addition, its

leadership included the ISO members for China (SAC) and the United Kingdom (BSI Group) to ensure that

developed and developing economies participated together in the project committee.

Experts from the national standards bodies of 44&#160;ISO member countries participated and another 14

countries sent observers. Development organizations including UNIDO and the World Energy Council (WEC)

were also involved.
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