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Powerful electrical generators work to send electrical power across power grid distributions throughout

neighborhoods and cities. The same way these generators harness their power, you can make your own

electrical generator which you can then use to power other items like batteries or circuits.

You can even build your own 12 V (12 volt) circuit as a battery backup in case your house lighting or other

electronic devices lose power. To build one, you need automotive alternators and batteries with 12 V lights.

Alternators and generators both use electromagnetic induction to generate power. Generators in cars and other

vehicles use a pulley connected to a drive shaft such that the pulley coils wire around in a circular direction to

create a magnetic field that produces a current.

The coil, called an armature, creates electricity that the vehicle uses, and while generators produce DC power,

alternators on the other hand produce AC power using a rotating magnet instead of a rotating coil. You can

even use your vehicle''s alternator for generator power alongside extra wires such as jumper cables and other

devices that may be necessary.

Look for older designs of alternators that have been used in vehicles or a gas powered engine from a lawn

mower. These alternators are generally built with internal regulators to change the firing rate for more

customization and easier installation. Use a socket and ratchet or a wrench to remove the alternator from the

vehicle or mower. (Keep the retaining bolts and other parts you remove if you plan on placing the alternator

back!)

Then, connect the device you want to power to the 12 V battery. Use the largest terminal that you find on the

alternator as the positive end of the battery. The negative terminal depends on the design of the alternator so

make sure you can run tests to figure out which end is negative. If you find only two terminals on the

automobile''s alternator, it typically has a regulator built into it for processing the voltage signal.

The circuit you create should energize the regulator when you plug it into the circuit. Three-terminal alternator

setups usually mean you have to use an external regulator to connect the alternator to the regulator and

connect the regulator to the battery itself. After you have the circuit set up, you can bolt the alternator.

If you want to, you can bolt the alternator down to another surface so that it remains securely in place by

re-using the bolts or using your own bolts. Add a pulley to the shaft of the gas motor so that the alternator

drives through a belt to generate power or you can use the pulley that was built-in with the alternator. If there

is a split rush bushing the alternators uses to fill space, you need to tap on the bushing to let it fit back into the

bracket. You can move the bushing more easily with drift punches or a long bolt with a nut in one end of it.
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Make sure your alternator setup is clean. If the terminals of the alternator show signs of corrosion, you may

experience large drops in voltage. This is what causes alternators in cars to fail in many cases. To clean an

alternator, use a mixture with a dilute amount of shelf degreaser in water, and apply the liquid with a cloth or

spray.

Let the cleaner soak on the alternator material for about five minutes, and then use a soft, short-bristled brush

to clean areas that are dirty due to corrosion. Don''t use petroleum-based degreasers, compressed air or a

pressure washer. Make sure not to spray directly into the air inlet openings of the alternator.

Aside from a homemade battery charger from an alternator setup, you can use the generator to power

refrigerators, stoves or other electronic appliances in your house. Though it won''t be a free energy alternator

system as you''ll have to use a source of power, you can measure how much voltage there is in these processes

using a multimeter or voltmeter. To create a wind generator, in addition, you should apply the car alternator in

a specific way.

You can use a fan clutch from a vehicle as a wind generator for your alternator-generator setup. Attach the

blades of the fan clutch to the alternator itself so that the alternator''s fan lines up with the shaft of the

alternator. Check to ensure the alternator-generator''s built-in wires and additional plugins are on the bottom of

the generator.
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