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Santo Domingo is the cultural, financial, political, commercial and industrial center of the Dominican

Republic, with the vast majority of the country''s most important industries being located within the city. Santo

Domingo also serves as the chief seaport of the country. The city''s harbor at the mouth of the Ozama River

accommodates the largest vessels, and the port handles both heavy passenger and freight traffic.

In June 1502,&#91;13&#93; Santo Domingo was destroyed by a major hurricane, and the new Governor

Nicol?s de Ovando had it rebuilt on a different site on the other side of the Ozama

River.&#91;14&#93;&#91;15&#93; The original layout of the city and a large portion of its defensive wall

can still be appreciated today throughout the Colonial Zone, declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.

The city was struck by hurricane San Zen?n in 1930, which caused major damage and killed up to 8,000

people.&#91;27&#93; After its rebuilding, Santo Domingo was known officially as Ciudad Trujillo due to the

personality cult imposed by dictator Rafael Le?nidas Trujillo, who governed from 1930. Following his

assassination in 1961 the city was renamed back to Santo Domingo.

In 1962, Juan Bosch was elected to the presidency. He was overthrown seven months later, resulting in a civil

war in the capital. Francisco Caama?o led the Constitucionalistas fighting to restore democracy. This would

lead to the second U.S. invasion in 1965. U.S. troops engaged in heavy fighting in the streets of Santo

Domingo against the Constitucionalistas on June 15 and June 16. Newsweek described it this way:

Amid the clatter of automatic weapons, the sharp rattle of .50-caliber guns and the heavy explosions of

bazookas and recoilless rifles, the paratroopers of the 82nd U.S. Airborne Division blasted their way four city

blocks into Caama?o''s bastion. Heavy fire from U.S. guns across the Ozama River ringed rebel headquarters

on El Conde Street, shattered buildings and started huge fires.

Eventually, the fighting would end on August 31, 1965, with 2,850 Dominicans and 44 American servicemen

dead.&#91;28&#93;

The year 1992 marked the 500th anniversary, El Quinto Centenario, of Christopher Columbus'' Discovery of

the Americas. The Columbus Lighthouse&#160;- Faro a Col?n&#160;- was erected in Santo Domingo in

honor of this occasion, with an approximate cost of 400 million Dominican pesos.&#91;29&#93;

The Ozama River flows 148 kilometers (92 miles) before emptying into the Caribbean Sea. Santo Domingo''s

position on its banks was of great importance to the city''s economic development and the growth of trade

during colonial times. The Ozama River is where the country''s busiest port is located.

Like many other cities in the Caribbean, Santo Domingo is very susceptible to hurricanes. Hurricane Georges
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caused severe destruction in September 1998. The lowest recorded temperature has been 11.0&#160;?C

(51.8&#160;?F) on 5 February 1951 and 7 January 1957 and the highest is 39.5&#160;?C (103.1&#160;?F)

on 29 May 2002.&#91;30&#93;

The city proper of Santo Domingo is subdivided into incorporated areas (neighborhoods) called sectores

which could be considered as small urban towns. All sectores are serviced directly by the municipal mayor''s

office.
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